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Flawed and Forgiven Saints

Dear Parish Family,

I am (I promise!) a loyal member and priest of 
the Episcopal Church. Still, I will confess to you 
that one of the great spiritual heroes of my life 
is Pope St. John XXIII.

Born near Bergamo in 1881, Angelo Giuseppe 
Roncalli was one of thirteen children of a family 
of poor sharecroppers. He was ordained priest 
in 1904, and caught the eye of religious 
authorities both by his humility and his 
brilliance. When he was consecrated a bishop 
in 1925 and was about to enter on the Vatican 
diplomatic service, he wrote in his journal:

“I want to be all and wholly for God, penetrated 
with his light, shining with love for God and the 
souls of men.”

In 1958, Cardinal Roncalli was elected pope at 
the age of 77, taking as his regnal name John 
XXIII. The aristocratic cardinals thought that the 
elderly pope would be a mere placeholder until 
they could agree on a more significant 
candidate. John surprised the Church and the 
world by convening the Second Vatican 
Council, which initiated far-reaching liturgical 
and theological reforms that affected even our 
own Anglican Communion. The Episcopal 
Church’s Book of Common Prayer of 1979, in 
use today, is very much a product of the 
thought of Vatican II.

I was fortunate to spend several months in 
Rome after my college graduation in 1973. One 
of my favorite places of pilgrimage was the 
tomb of Good Pope John.

He had left explicit instructions for the design of 
his tomb. It was to be in the crypt of St. Peter’s. 
He directed that it be a simple stone box, 
simply inscribed with his title:  IOHANNES XXIII 
P. P. (“John XXIII, Pope and Pontiff”)

When I was in Rome with my family in 2007, I 
went with my son to show him Good Pope 
John’s simple tomb. I searched through the St. 
Peter’s crypt among the sarcophagi of 
Renaissance grandees, but I couldn’t find it. 
Finally, I asked a guard, “Dove e la tomba  di 
Giovanni XXIII?” He pointed to the basilica 
above. 

After a bit of a search, we found, in a side 
chapel, an ornate, gilded glass coffin. In it lay 
the body of the peasant Pope, garbed in 
magnificent papal vesture. When he was 
officially beatified in 2004, a step toward his 
canonization as a saint, his body was moved 
out of his simple tomb to its present grand 
state.

I imagined that old man in the afterlife 
shouting “Sciocche! I TOLD you how I wanted 
to be buried!”

Thus do we do with our saints. We want them 
to be grander, better, larger than life. The 
Church’s chronicles are filled with the stories 
of miracle workers and courageous martyrs. 
You can visit their grand shrines all over the 
world.

I suppose that these superhuman saints are 
inspirational in their way. I like my saints a little 
more down to earth—people like me and my 
family and friends. We live as best as we are 
able as the sisters and brothers of Jesus. 
When we fail, we gratefully accept the offered 
grace that comes to us. We gather, we move 
back out into the world, and we push back as 
we are able against its darkness.

A blessed All Saints Day, my fellow flawed and 
forgiven saints.

—Rev. John Borrego
Priest at St. John’s
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THE LESSONS
Lectionary Year A

NOVEMBER 1
All Saints’ Day
Revelation 7:9-17
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12

NOVEMBER 8
Twenty-third Sunday 
after Pentecost
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Psalm 78:1-7
1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

NOVEMBER 15
Twenty-fourth Sunday 
after Pentecost
Judges 4:1-7
Psalm 123 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

NOVEMBER 22
Last Sunday after 
Pentecost: Christ the 
King
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 100
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

NOVEMBER 29
First Sunday of Advent
Lectionary Year B
Isaiah 64:1-9
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18

 

UPDATE ON RECTOR SEARCH
The Rector Search Committee of St. John’s is pleased to 
report on their progress. In these COVID months, much has 
been going on behind the scenes. They have received the 
results from the Parish Survey & been briefed by the 
consulting firm on the data. In turn, the Profile Committee 
has taken the survey results and compiled it into our Parish 
Profile. The Treasurer, Resource Development Committee, 
and Vestry have completed the compensation package to 
be offered to our next rector. Many thanks to John Harris, 
chair of the Survey Committee and Anne Boone, chair of 
the Profile Committee. The leadership of these two and their 
committee work has been invaluable. Now comes the part 
we’ve been waiting for. The actual advertising of the 
opening will now go out to several national clergy job sites 
and on our own website.

Canon Eric Cooter, the Canon to the Ordinary, was with us 
on October 11th both to preach and to answer questions in 
between services. He expressed optimism in the search 
process. Although hesitant to give hard and fast timelines, 
he believes we’ll be getting quality candidate applications 
sooner rather than later. During his relatively short time in 
Oklahoma (all of which has been during the pandemic), he 
has been able to help several parishes issue a call to their 
new rector.

The Search Committee’s next job will be to narrow the pool 
of candidates down to those they believe to be the best fit 
for St. John’s. During this time, they have taken an oath to 
keep the names of all applicants confidential. Please be 
respectful of that in any discussions with the members. 
When the Search Committee has the top candidates 
chosen, they will present the names to the Vestry. The 
Vestry will then begin the process of interviews and 
discernment. They, too, have taken an oath of 
confidentiality.

Pray for discernment and wisdom as the Search Committee 
dives deeper into their work. Pray for clarity in the decisions 
before them. Pray for the person God has chosen for us.

 Online Giving
Many of you have 
recently taken 
advantage of the ease 
of making pledge 
payments online. If 
you are interested in 
doing so as well, go to 
episcopalnorman.org 
and click on the 
DONATE button in the 
upper left corner. 
There is a simple form 
to complete; be sure 
to also complete the 
memo with what the 
donation is for. You 
can use this to pay for 
altar flowers, make 
memorial donations, 
etc. We use a secure 
program facilitated by 
our bank. Questions? 
Contact the office at 
321-3020. 
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PASTORAL CARE

The church is committed 
to the well being of its 
members through caring 
relationships and kind 
actions. The Pastoral 
Care committee and St. 
John’s staff are placing 
calls to check on our 
parishioners during 
COVID-19. Fr. Borrego is 
also available for 
pastoral care via phone 
or email. If you or 
someone you know 
needs care from the 
Pastoral Care 
committee, please 
contact the church office 
at 321-3020, or staff@
episcopalnorman.org. 

Online Church Service Options 
We are thriled that in-person church services are resuming (back in the Nave October 
4th)! For now, we will continue to offer our online services, as well. Connect with us here:    

Wednesday Services: The Rev. James Tyree, our deacon, is offering a midweek prayer 
service and a homily reflecting on the life and ministry of Episcopal saints. The videos 
are available on the St. John’s website, https://episcopalnorman.org/videos.aspx. 

Adult Sunday School: The adult Sunday School class has been meeting on the St. John’s 
patio on the northwest corner of the building. Join them for a socially distanced, bring-
your-own-coffee discussion of the day’s lectionary lessons.  

St. John’s Evening Prayer: Morning prayer has continued as evening prayer on Sundays 
at 5 p.m. Please join us via Zoom!  This lay led service takes about 20-30 minutes and is 
a great opportunity for group prayer,  practice of our liturgies, and meditation on the 
lectionary readings.  To join the meeting, just click the link below from your computer, 
smartphone, or tablet.  If you are using a smartphone or tablet, download the free Zoom 
app from your device's app store.  If you have questions about this service or about how 
to use Zoom, please contact Shannon Conley at la.emperatriz@gmail.com.

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73026652111?
pwd=WEhxVUNKc2dUWHJXaGRWNlRGdHRLUT09

Meeting ID: 730 2665 2111
Password: 003527  

Youth/Acolyte News
Youth Group is open 
for all 6th through 12th 
graders. If you are 
interested in either 
learning more about it 
or details for the 
meetings, please email 
our youth minister, 
Emma Brown, at 
ebrown@episcopalnor
man.org.  

Youth in November will 
be making Christmas 
ornaments for the 
Santa Ministry trees 
and online shopping as 
well as some other 
seasonal activities. 

Acolytes: please watch 
for announcements for 
Christmas. Details will 
be announced in the 
following weeks. 

Questions? 
Comments? Contact 
Emma! 

 

New Prayers of the People 
Readers Needed

We are looking for additional parishioners who 
are willing to lead the Prayers of the People at 
the Sunday 10:30 service.  This is a wonderful 

part of the service where we lift up those in need 
in our community and around the world.  No 

special skills needed, it's very straightforward.  If 
you're interested in participating in this ministry, 

please email or call Shannon Conley at 
405-626-5664, la.emperatriz@gmail.com

https://mail.tigertech.net/src/compose.php?send_to=ebrown@episcopalnorman.org
https://mail.tigertech.net/src/compose.php?send_to=ebrown@episcopalnorman.org
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Volunteer Spotlight—Shannon Conley

take a lot of time but it’s a great way to make connections in the congregation.”

Anyone who may be interested in becoming a Eucharistic visitor or in another area of pastoral care can email Conley at 
laemperatriz@gmail.com. 

“Email me and I will be happy to help them get trained,” she said. “You’ll go with a visitor a couple of times to see how it is 
before going on your own. We are always looking for people who want to visit, even if it’s without Communion or you just 
want to make phone calls. It all helps.”

As Pastoral Care committee chair, Conley also schedules readers for Prayers of the People at the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
services and organizes Evening Prayer services on Zoom that start at 5 p.m. every Sunday. Pastoral care volunteers also 
support the Daughters of the King on assisting with funerals and bringing flowers to those who are ill or recovering.

And as her email address implies, Conley is fluent in Spanish – which is very helpful each year when helping to deliver 
Santa Ministry gifts to Spanish-speaking families. The southern New Mexico native also is active in St John’s knitting 
group plus she is a phenomenal quilter. Some examples of her quilting work can be seen at 
www.shannonconleyartquilts.com. 

So in review, Conley coordinates lay member pastoral care at St. John’s that includes Eucharistic visitors and Prayers of 
the People, helping with Santa Ministry and funeral services, knits, crochets and quilts like a champion, sings in the St. 
John’s choir (in normal times), is fluent in Spanish and happens to be an assistant professor of cellular biology who 
teaches medical and graduate students at the University of Oklahoma College of Medicine – when she’s not out walking 
her two pit bull mutts.

The one thing Conley doesn’t do, at least not yet, is attend services at St. John’s. Conley said because she works on a 
college campus, she doesn’t want to risk exposing anyone at church to the coronavirus.

“I am so anxious for the day when I can come back,” Conley said. “I really want to come back.”

Bringing Communion to parishioners who cannot attend Sunday services became 
impossible when the Covid-19 pandemic hit in March. Yet Shannon Conley, a choir 
member and knitting enthusiast, kept St. John’s Eucharistic Visitors program from 
unraveling by staying in tune with the needs of homebound members.

Conley coordinates the Eucharistic visitors program, which she said currently has 
10 volunteers who call on 12 to 15 people on a regular basis. The key word is call 
– or email – as that is how visitors have stayed in contact with the parishioners 
they used to visit in person.

“We go out and visit parishioners who are homebound,” she said of Eucharistic 
visiting during normal circumstances. “We take Communion bread and wine to 
them so they can be part of the St. John’s church family. And we visit and pray with 
them; that’s an important part of it.”

Some parishioners who receive visits live in their own homes while others reside in 
assisted living facilities. None have received in-person visits since early March in 
order to protect them from risk of possible coronavirus exposure. But visitors have 
continued to call or email them through these months because their need to stay 
connected to the church has never ceased.

Conley hopes that at least some in-person visiting – outdoors with masks and 
distancing – may resume soon with those who live on their own and want such 
visits. Although in-person visits remain paused for now, Conley is inviting others to 
join this team of lay ministers.

“It’s a great way to get to know some awesome people,” Conley said. “It doesn’t 
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VESTRY

Stephanie Abla
SENIOR WARDEN

Pat Welch
JUNIOR WARDEN

 Martha White 

Chuck Palm

Greg Taylor

Lisa Schade

Andy Hughes

Robert Finley

Susie Laird

Jona Kay Steed

George Elassal

James Tyree continues the Lectio Divina Bible Study on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m., via Zoom. 
Lectio Divina is a style of reading in which a passage is slowly read aloud. The group then meditates 
on what was read and said before the verses are read again. Prayer and contemplation follows, and 
then each person is invited, if he or she chooses, to share what God may be telling that person 
through words or a phrase that, during the Lectio Divina process, really spoke to that person.

In November, the series will consider scriptures from Philippians and Colossians.
You are warmly invited to attend any, some, or all of the discussions on Zoom. The log-in information 
is detailed below. If you have any questions or login issues, feel free to call or text James at 
405-820-1851.

Topic: Go Eat PopCorn with Lectio Divina
Time: 07:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada)
      
        Nov 4, 2020 07:00 PM
        Nov 11, 2020 07:00 PM
        Nov 18, 2020 07:00 PM

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86723512607?pwd=dVMyWHlZbVo3dzV2cGlmUW1CM2h5QT09

Meeting ID: 867 2351 260
Passcode: 694433

Lectio Divina Bible Study Continues 

The St. John's "Knit" Night group will continue with virtual 
gatherings in November using Zoom. We invite you to join the 
conversation, with or without a needlework or craft project to 
work on as we chat.  The Zoom link is the same as used for 
Morning/Evening Prayer. If you have any questions, please 
contact Melody Palm at (309) 825-6963 or mapalm@ilstu.edu

To join, click the link below:
"Knit" Night, 1st and 3rd Thursdays, November 5 and 19, 2020, 
8:00 PM

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73026652111?
pwd=WEhxVUNKc2dUWHJXaGRWNlRGdHRLUT09

Meeting ID: 730 2665 2111
Password: 003527  

St. John’s Knit Night
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SPIRITUAL LEARNING FOR ADVENTUROUS MODERN SOULS
Barbara Brown Taylor, Learning to Walk in the Dark, HarperOne, 2014. Available new in audiobooks, 
ebook, papaerback, & hardcover for $7-50.

After Halloween, darkness grows colder and longer, as we look toward Advent. Something like a 
journal of commonly avoided encounters with both demonic and divine darkness, this New York Times 
bestseller predates the current worsening viral contagion that plagues our world with no end yet clearly 
in sight. But the book’s title, Learning to Walk in the Dark, names a seldom-taught spiritual skill much-
needed for that too. Its prolific author Barbara Brown Taylor, an Episcopal priest, observes candidly 
that “Christianity has never had anything nice to say about darkness,” but insists that she has “learned 
things in the dark,” life-saving things that she “could never have learned in the light,” and therefore 
claims we need both darkness and light. What is darkness? Anything that frightens us, because we 
don’t have what we need to survive it or because we shrink from finding out. How can we learn “to talk 
back to the dark or even to breathe into it”? What becomes possible if we give up grasping for control 
and open ourselves to what may scare us instead of resisting its reality? Might it teach us what we 
need to know?

Taylor has devoted herself to quiet rural living with spouse and dog since leaving the city and 
parish ministry at mid-life over two decades ago to become a college professor of world religions—not 
a life shrouded in deep darkness. Yet in this artfully composed book of essays she pursues, studies, 
and lives into many kinds of darkness, some familiar and remembered, others amazing and actively 
sought. Light and darkness in the Bible and in our God-talk, of course, but also in sciences, and much 
more:  childhood fears, nights alone and with others (a ghost?), urban night-life’s lures and frights, 
starry skies and moon-phases, blindness, adventures camping out and exploring caves, and not least, 
dark emotions and the mystic’s “dark night of the soul.” 

Taken-for-granted opposites light and dark “imply things about dark-skinned people and sight-
impaired people that are not true,” while paralleling other opposites such as good/evil, church/world, 
spirit/flesh, sacred/profane, faith/doubt, absence/presence. What Taylor calls “full solar spirituality,” 
common in churches, values the first half of each and banishes attention to the other half, thereby 
distorting and weakening our understanding of lived experience. She proposes a “lunar spirituality,” 
facing into darkness even as divine light waxes and wanes.

Recovering from sudden surgery to save my eyesight, I “read” the audiobook, listening to 
Taylor’s own reading voice, a learning experience of walking-and-talking intimacy with an inspiring 
companion, which I recommend to all. You may have read one or more of Taylor’s many other books, 
such as Leaving Church (2009) or An Altar in the World (2010), or even her latest, Holy Envy (2020) or 
Always a Guest (2020), but I have read none of them yet. Having just finished this beautiful book, the 
third in a trilogy, I want now to read some of those books too and do welcome your own reviews of any 
for this monthly column. 

--Reviewed by Susan Laird
FROM ST. JOHN’S LIBRARY
This monthly column in Evangel features short reviews of books from the parish library as well as Episcopal Church 
Publishing and cathedral stores, and the Education for Ministry program at Sewanee, or books recommended by our 
rector. Books reviewed need not be brand-new, but should serve the purpose of expanding our learning resources for 
spiritual growth—perhaps also introducing texts for study by parish groups and Sunday School classes. To participate 
in this educational lay ministry, contact parish librarian Anne Harris anneharris636@gmail.com or Susan Laird 
susielaird@icloud.com, or Evangel editor Merrie Beard merrie@episcopalnorman.org. Submission deadline: third 
Sunday of each month, about 200-500 words.

mailto:anneharris636@gmail.com
mailto:susielaird@icloud.com
mailto:merrie@episcopalnorman.org
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 ST. JOHN’S OUTREACH
CAM P A I G N TO C A R E AND S H A R E  

OUTREACH OFFICE
Administered through 
Food & Shelter for 
Friends due to 
COVID.

FOOD & SHELTER 
FOR FRIENDS MEAL
Third Tuesday of each 
even month
9:30 - noon

2020 Campaign Goal - $6,000.00
Our 2002 Care & Share Campaign continues in November. Each year, St. John’s 
Outreach Office provides resources to our local friends in need who have experienced 
unfortunate circumstances and have no other place to turn. These include 
underemployed families in poverty that are trying to make ends meet to avoid losing 
their homes, families that are trying to facilitate new opportunities to improve their 
situation through obtaining education or new jobs, and those that are homeless in Norman. 
Every person is unique with a different situation, but extending the grace and mercy that 
God calls us to give results in smiles, tears, and a renewed dignity and spirit.  This year, 
even though our offices were closed due to COVID, we fulfilled hundreds of requests 
for our neighbors in need. Thanks to your love and generosity, we have raised over 
$4,000 so far this year. We prayerfully and gratefully give you our thanks for supporting 
our community. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S
.
 *All Saint’s Day, November 1
 * First Sunday in Advent, November 29

> Keep up with the news of the diocese at:  
www.episcopaloklahoma.org
> Connect with the wider Episcopal Church:
at episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens

ALL SAINTS’ DAY, NOVEMBER 1

The church office will open on Sunday mornings and by 
appointment. Staff are checking email and voicemails daily. Please 

contact us at 321-3020 or staff@episcopalnorman.org.


